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O - Coffin and Man at Yale

| Villiam Sloanc Coffin Jr., Presbyterialt
chaplain of Thte Tor e Tast nine yeurs,
has all the Establishment trappings. As a

Yale undergraduate, he was a member
of Skull and Bones and president of the

““““ — ] . Glee Club; during the second world

war he was a liaison officer with the |
French Army and later served with the
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CIA, He still plays squash at Stiles Col- -

- campaigns.
. - . Such  activist stands as these have
co moved Colflin into a direct conflict with
, 4 Old -Blue—and old Establishment—Yale
o president Kingman Brewster, who used
. a speech to the annual parents weckend
T assembly last weck to dissociate the uni-
versity [rom Collin’s “unworthy” tactics
- o and his “strident” advice, :
P ‘ Immoral: The flap grew primarily from
) — Colflin’s role as one of 35 U.S. clergymen
" last month to offer their churches and
. Synagogues as sanctuaries to draft resist-
ers (Newswepk, Oct, 16). Brewster’s
comments also were a response to Coffin’s
advice to students about draft cards.. “I
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anl e " anmi not advocating the burning of draft
: cards,” the chaplain says. “Nor am I
_ ~ counscling anyone to turn in his card,
-~ B . But I do have every intention of standing
3 s . with those who ‘in all good conscience
; feel they cannot cooperate with the Se.

. lective Service Svstem.” s -

"and without the church reaches more

o . Tege—when he’s not in jail for his civil-
: : i rights activities or leading antiwar march- -
. es in Washington and draft-resistance

i Many students thought Brewster, 48, o
‘was playing to his audience. “Brewster o
-wouldn’t have said anything if the par- !
‘ents weren’t there,” said junior Eric Stif- :
‘fler, And even Brewster took pains to' ©

praise his chaplain personally, saying .
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Collin: Disestablishmentarian wthat because of Coffin’s “personal verve .
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‘and social action, religious life within 4
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people at Yale than on any other. campus ! .
L know about.”

“  The parents weeckend confrontation, | \

‘howe'ver, probably was only the opening
round in a basic conflict between Yale’s

passive and active Establishments.
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